The relationship of crime and delinquency to the physical
surroundings in communities and neighborhoods in the
United States is a central concern of the Department of
Housing and Urban Development (HUD).

That relationship manifests itself in many ways; riots
and crime decrease building insurance availability;
abandoned houses and dilapidated neighborhoods become
breeding grounds for crime and delinquency; and many
housing areas and neighborhoods are lacking in proper
security devices and policing activities.

HUD has programs addressing those and other aspects
of crime and delinquency) all falling within the general
mission of HUD to provide for the sound development of
the communities and metropolitan areas of the Nation.

Scope of Activities

Summaries follow of the background of HUD and of
major offices and activities relating to Federal law enforce-
ment and criminal justice assistance.

Background, HUD was established by the Department of
Housing and Urban Development Act of September 9,
1965 (79Stat. 667;42U.S.C. 3531-3537), which became
effective November 9, 1965,

Riot and crime insurance, The Federal Insurance Ad-
ministration administers insurance programs aimed at
reducing losses caused by civil disorders, riots, or crime.
HUD .provides Federal reinsurance to companies which
offer riot and civil disorder insurance, and offers direct
crime insurance in any State where its availability is
limited due to excessive cost.

Civil disorder, riotj and crime insurance helps prevent
crime in two important ways. First, the availability of
insurance helps deter the abandonment or deterioration
of urban areas, conditions which may invite looting and
crime. Second, eligibility for crime insurance requires the
installation of protective devices which should help deter
crimes against property.

Model Cities. The Model Cities Program, administered
by the Assistant Secretary for Community Development,
fights crime by demonstrating that improved living condi-
tions can help stamp out the causes of crime, and also 'by
encouraging cities to plan, design, and undertake projects
which improve all aspects of the criminal justice system.

Fair housing. Enforcement of Federal fair housing laws.
includes referrals to the Department of Justice for civil
actions under section 813 of title VIII when there is reason
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to believe that there is a pattern or practice of resistance
to the full enjoyment of rights under title VIII, or for
criminal prosecution under title IX for interference with
an individual's rights under the Federal fair housing law,
or the rights of persons who have aided or encouraged
any other person in the exercise of such rights. Enforce-
ment is carried on by the Office of Civil Rights Compli-
ance and Enforcement in the Office of the Assistant Secre-
tary for Equal Opportunity Administration. This office
receives, investigates, and conciliates complaints of dis-
crimination based on grounds of race, color, religion, or
national origin,

Planning public safety systems. The General Assistant
Secretary and the Assistant Secretary for Community
Planning and Management administer community plan-
ning and management programs for HUD. These pro-
grams have contributed to the strengthening of local law
enforcement and corrections systems, and to the design of
area wide public safety systems.

Audits, The Office of Audit, Inspector General and Office
of Financial Systems and Services, and Investigations
works to ensure that programs managed or funded by
HUD are administered honestly, and that the wrong-
doers are prosecuted,

Research and technology. HUD also operates a sub-
stantial number of experimental projects that are related
to law enforcement. These include research on improved
security techniques, research on new security devices, and
projects to deter potential criminals from committing un-
lawful acts.

A more detailed discussion of the areas in which HUD
is involved in combating crime follows.

Federal Insurance
Administration

The Federal Insurance Administration (FIA) admin-
isters several Federal programs aimed at reducing losses
caused by civil disorders, riots, or crime generally.

The programs include one providing reinsurance pro-
tection against excessive losses attributable to riots or
civil disorders, and a program of direct insurance against
crime losses in any State in which the availability of such
insurance at affordable rates is a critical problem.

The FIA also conducts studies and makes recom-
mendations on alternative programs of insurance and
financial assistance in connection with man-made
disasters.
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